
You cannot read more books of the same author! 

Auteur Titel Niveau TBL? 

Abraham, P. The Romance Reader 
The story of a Jewish girl, her life, marriage and her feelings. Based on true 
events. 

4+5H Ja 

Adams, D. The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy 
Why does the earth exist and what happens in our galaxy? This funny story will 
tell you. 

4H Ja 

Adiga, A. The White Tiger 
The story of a poor Indian boy who rises to the top. 

4+5H Ja 

Albom, M. Tuesdays with Morrie 
Morrie is dying and he is visited by his former pupil on a weekly basis. Together 
they find out a lot of things about life and death. 

4+5H  

Amis, K. Lucky Jim 
Jim Dixon has accidentally fallen into a job at one of Britain's new red brick 
universities. A moderately successful future in the History Department beckons 
- as long as Jim can stave off the unwelcome advances of fellow lecturer 
Margaret, survive a madrigal-singing weekend at Professor Welch's, deliver a 
lecture on 'Merrie England' and resist Christine, the hopelessly desirable 
girlfriend of Welch's awful son Bertrand. Inspired by Amis's friend, the poet 
Philip Larkin, Jim Dixon is a timeless comic character, adrift in a hopelessly 
gauche and pretentious world. 

4H Ja 

Angelou, M. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
The book chronicles her life from age 3 through age 16, recounting an 
unsettled and sometimes traumatic childhood that included rape and racism. 

4+5H Ja 

Anonymous Go Ask Alice 
A diary from Alice. Her life story with the ups and a lot of downs as well. 

4H Ja 

Asher, J. 13 reasons why 
Clay Jensen returns home from school one day to find a mysterious box with 
his name on it, outside his front door. Inside he discovers a series of cassette 

4H Ja 



tapes recorded by Hannah Baker - his classmate and crush. Only, she 
committed suicide two weeks earlier. 
On the first tape, Hannah explains that there are 13 reasons why she did what 
she did - and Clay is one of them. If he listens, Clay will find out how he made 
the list - what he hears will change his life forever. 

Atwood, M. Handmaid’s tale 
Both an unforgettable portrait of defiance and authoritarian rule and a 

devastatingly powerful exploration of female oppression, The Handmaid's 
Tale is a classic dystopian vision with an all-too chilling resonance for our 

times.  

4+5H Ja 

Austen, J. Pride and Prejudice 
A love story about a stubborn man and woman in combination with big changes 
in the19th century English society. 

4+5H Ja 

Austen, J. Mansfield Park 
Mansfield Park encompasses not only Jane Austen’s great comedic gifts and 
her genius as a historian of the human animal, but her personal credo as well—
her faith in a social order that combats chaos through civil grace, decency, and 
wit. 

4+5H Ja 

Baldwin, J. If Beale Street Could Talk 
Harlem, the black soul of New York City, in the era of Aretha Franklin and Ray 
Charles. The narrator of Baldwin's novel is Tish nineteen, and pregnant. Her 
lover Fonny, father of her child, is in jail accused of rape. Flashbacks from their 
love affair are woven into the compelling struggle of two families to win justice 
for Fonny. To this love story James Baldwin brings a spare and impassioned 
intensity, charging it with universal resonance and power. 

4H Ja 

Barker, P. The Man Who Wasn’t There 
He travels the world to meet those who suffer from "maladies of the self" 
interviewing patients, psychiatrists, philosophers and neuroscientists along the 
way. He charts how the self is affected by Asperger's, autism, Alzheimer's, 
epilepsy, schizophrenia, among many other mental conditions, revealing how 
the brain constructs our sense of self. Each chapter is anchored with stories of 
people who experience themselves differently from the norm. 

4+5H Ja 



Barrie, J.M. Peter Pan 
The well known story about the flying boy, but it’s not as happy as the Disney 
cartoon… 

4H  

Beckett, S. Waiting for Godot 
The play consists of conversations between Vladimir and Estragon, who are 
waiting for the arrival of the mysterious Godot, who continually sends word that 
he will appear but who never does. They encounter Lucky and Pozzo, they 
discuss their miseries and their lots in life, they consider hanging themselves, 
and yet they wait… 

4+5H  

Bernard Shaw, G. Pygmalion 
Two gentlemen make a bet that one of them can teach a simple girl to be a 
lady. Does he succeed? 

4+5H  

Boyd, W. Good Man In Africa 
Morgan Leafy is hardly the most respectable of Her Majesty's representatives 
in the West African state of Kinjanja. For starters, he probably shouldn't have 
involved himself in wholesale bribery. Nor was it a good career move to go 
chasing after his boss's daughter; especially when his doctor banned him from 
horizontal pursuits. But life is about to change for young Morgan Leafy. Every 
betrayal and humiliation he has suffered at the hands of petty persecutors is 
suddenly put into perspective. For Morgan has a dead body on his hands - and 
somehow, some way he's going to have to get rid of it . . . 

4+5H Ja 

Bradbury, R. Fahrenheit 451 
In a society where tv rules and literature is dead, all books are being burnt. 
Then the main characters meets someone who introduces him to books and 
his live changes instantly. 

4+5H  

Briley, J. Cry Freedom 
Under South Africa's brutal apartheid regime, black activist Steve Biko has 
been working tirelessly for years to undermine the system when he meets 
white journalist Donald Woods and he shows him the troubles of society. 
Based on a true story. 

4+5H Ja 

Brontë, C. Jane Eyre 4+5H Ja 



Jane comes from nothing but she desires everything life can offer her. And 
when she finds work as a governess in a mysterious mansion, it seems she 
has finally met her match with the darkly fascinating Mr Rochester. But 
Thornfield Hall contains a shameful secret… 

Brontë, E. Wuthering Heights 
Heathcliff, an orphan, is raised by Mr Earnshaw as one of his own children. 
Hindley despises him but wild Cathy becomes his constant companion, and he 
falls deeply in love with her. But when she will not marry him, Heathcliff's 
terrible vengeance ruins them all. Yet still his and Cathy's love will not die. 

4+5H Ja 

Brooks, K. The Bunker Diary 
Room meets Lord of the Flies, The Bunker Diary is award-winning, young adult 
writer Kevin Brooks's pulse-pounding exploration of what happens when your 
worst nightmare comes true - and how will you survive? 

4H Ja 

Brown, D. The Davinci Code 
The Da Vinci Code follows "symbologist" Robert Langdon and cryptologist 
Sophie Neveu after a murder in the Louvre Museum in Paris causes them to 
become involved in a battle between the Priory of Sion and Opus Dei over the 
possibility of Jesus Christ and Mary Magdalene having had a child together. 

4H Ja 

Burgess, A. A Clockwork Orange 
A member of a violent gang is arrested. He can get out of prison soon if he 
follows a new anti-violence project. He accepts, but is this working out for him? 

4+5H Ja 

Capote, T. In Cold Blood 
On November 15, 1959, in the small town of Holcomb, Kansas, four members 
of the Clutter family were savagely murdered by blasts from a shotgun held a 
few inches from their faces. There was no apparent motive for the crime, and 
there were almost no clues. 

4+5H Ja 

Carroll, L Alice's Adventures in Wonderland 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland tells the story of Alice, a young, curious girl 
who follows a white rabbit down a rabbit hole and into Wonderland. There, she 
encounters some of the strangest and most peculiar creatures. 

4+5H  

Chbosky, S. The Perks of Being a Wallflower (Only if you didn’t read this as a class 
set) 

4+5H Ja 



A boy in high school doesn’t seem to have any friends, until he meets a few 
good people. In this story he finds out a lot about life and some unexpected 
things about his own life as well. A happy and sad story with a lot of beautiful 
insights all at the same time. 

Child, L. Jack Reacher series 
An ex-military cop wanders through the states without a place to live. During 
his travels he comes across people in distress and he helps them out by using 
his skills taught in the army. All page turners and some have been made into 
films. 

4H  

Colfer, E. Artemis Fowl 
Twelve-year-old criminal mastermind, Artemis Fowl, hatches an ingenious plot 
to steal all the gold in fairy land. A book full of humor and tension. 

4H Ja 

Collins, S. The Hunger Games 
The first book in the ground-breaking Hunger Games trilogy. Set in a dark 
vision of the near future, a terrifying reality TV show is taking place. Twelve 
boys and twelve girls are forced to appear in a live event called The Hunger 
Games. There is only one rule: kill or be killed. 
When sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen steps forward to take her younger 
sister's place in the games, she sees it as a death sentence. But Katniss has 
been close to death before. For her, survival is second nature. 

4H Ja 

Cooper, J.F. The Last of the Mohicans 
The story how one man became the last member of a native American tribe. 

4H Ja 

Dasher, J. The Maze Runner 
When the doors of the lift crank open, the only thing Thomas remembers is his 
first name. But he's not alone. He's surrounded by boys who welcome him to 
the Glade - a walled encampment at the centre of a bizarre and terrible stone 
maze. Like Thomas, the Gladers don't know why or how they came to be there 
- or what's happened to the world outside. All they know is that every morning 
when the walls slide back, they will risk everything - even the Grievers, half-
machine, half-animal horror that patrol its corridors, to try and find out ... 

4H Ja 

D.B.C., P. Vernon God Little 4+5H Ja 



The riotous adventures of Vernon Gregory Little in small town Texas and 
beachfront Mexico mark one of the most spectacular, irreverent and bizarre 
debuts of the twenty-first century so far. 

Defoe, D. Robinson Crusoe 
The first novel! A man shipwrecks and lives on a deserted island for a long 
time. What happens during that time? And will he ever get of the island? 

4+5H Ja 

Dexter, P. Brotherly Love 
In the City of Brotherly Love, a car skids off the ice and ignites a chain of 
events that changes everything for eight-year-old Peter Flood. 

4+5H  

Dickens, C. David Copperfield 
The novel traces the life of David Copperfield from the time of his birth to his 
mature manhood, when he is married and familiar with the vicissitudes of life. 
His early years are enjoyable with his mother — who was widowed shortly 
before his birth — and with her servant, Peggotty. Life is happy for David until 
his mother decides to marry Mr. Murdstone; afterward, life becomes 
unbearable for David. He is soon sent to a miserable school where he 
becomes friendly with James Steerforth, a fellow student. 

4+5H Ja 

Dickens, C. Oliver Twist 
An orphan boy needs to survive in 19th century England. A gripping story with a 
lot of references to society. 

4+5H Ja 

Dickens, C. Great Expectations 
An encounter with the cruel convict in the spooky Graveyard, meeting the 
dilapidated Miss Havisham with the cold-hearted, but beautiful Estella and 
finding his great fortune from a mysterious benefactor. These form a series of 
events that change Pip's lonely life forever. 

4+5H Ja 

Doyle, R.  The Woman that Walked into Doors 
A woman visits the GP very often with bruises which come from ‘walking into a 
door’. A sad story about abuse set in Ireland. 

4+5H Ja 

Doyle, R. Snapper 
Meet the Rabbitte family, motley bunch of loveable ne'er-do-wells whose 
everyday purgatory is rich with hangovers, dogshit and dirty dishes. When the 
older sister announces her pregnancy, the family are forced to rally together 

4H Ja 



and discover the strangeness of intimacy. But the question remains: which 
friend of the family is the father of Sharon's child? 

Eggers, D. The Circle 
When Mae is hired to work for the Circle, the world's most powerful internet 
company, she feels she's been given the opportunity of a lifetime. Run out of a 
sprawling California campus, the Circle links users' personal emails, social 
media, and finances with their universal operating system, resulting in one 
online identity and a new age of transparency. Mae can't believe her great 
fortune to work for them - even as life beyond the campus grows distant, even 
as a strange encounter with a colleague leaves her shaken, even as her role at 
the Circle becomes increasingly public ... 

4H Ja 

Eliot, G. Silas Marner 
It tells the sad story of the unjustly exiled Silas Marner - a handloom linen 
weaver of Raveloe in the agricultural heartland of England - and how he is 
restored to life by the unlikely means of the orphan child Eppie. 

4+5H Ja 

Fitzgerald, F.S. The Great Gatsby 
A story about love, money&crime and loneliness. 

4+5H Ja 

Follet, K. The Pillars of the Earth 
A cathedral is being built but what troubles do they find on their way? 

4+5H  

Forster, E.M. A Room With a View 
An encounter in Florence and an offer to exchange rooms brings George 
Emerson to the attention of Lucy Honeychurch. Their flirtation is cut short by 
Lucy’s chaperone, but when they meet again back home in England, Lucy must 
negotiate the demands of her station with the desires of her heart. 

4+5H  

Garland, A. The Beach 
You travel to Thailand to find relaxation, and you find out there’s a secret island 
which can give you just that. A wonderful story with a lot of unexpected events. 

4+5H  

Golding, W Lord of the Flies 
A plane crashes on a deserted island, only a group of young boys survive. How 
will they deal with their new surroundings? 

4+5H Ja 

Green, H. I Never Promised You A Rose Garden 4+5H Ja 



Enveloped in the dark inner kingdom of her schizophrenia, sixteen-year-old 
Deborah is haunted by private tormentors that isolate her from the outside 
world. With the reluctant and fearful consent of her parents, she enters a 
mental hospital where she will spend the next three years battling to regain her 
sanity with the help of a gifted psychiatrist. As Deborah struggles to regain her 
sanity the listener is inexorably drawn into her private suffering. 

Green, J. The Fault in Our Stars 
A love story about two very sick children. 

4H Ja 

Green, J. Looking For Alaska 
Poignant, funny, heartbreaking and compelling, this novel will stay with you 
forever. 

4H Ja 

Green, J. Paper Towns 
When she one day climbs through his window and summons him on an all-
night road trip of revenge he cannot help but follow. But the next day Margo 
doesn't come to school and a week later she is still missing. Q soon learns that 
there are clues in her disappearance . . . and they are for him. But as he gets 
deeper into the mystery - culminating in another awesome road trip across 
America - he becomes less sure of who and what he is looking for.  

4H Ja 

Greene, G. Our man in Havana 
He is being approached by a secret agent to work for the agency. He has no 
choice but to make things up. 

4H Ja 

Grisham, J. The Firm 
When Mitch McDeere signed on with Bendini, Lambert & Locke of Memphis, he 
thought that he and his beautiful wife, Abby, were on their way. The firm leased 
him a BMW, paid off his school loans, arranged a mortgage, and hired the 
McDeeres a decorator. Mitch should have remembered what his brother Ray–
doing fifteen years in a Tennessee jail–already knew: You never get nothing for 
nothing. Now the FBI has the lowdown on Mitch’s firm and needs his help. 
Mitch is caught between a rock and a hard place, with no choice–if he wants to 
live. 

4+5H Ja 

Grisham, J. The Pelican Brief 4+5H Ja 



Darby Shaw is a brilliant New Orleans legal student with a sharp political mind. 
For her own amusement, she draws up a legal brief showing how the judges 
might have been murdered for political reasons, and shows it to her professor. 
He shows it to his friend, an FBI lawyer. Then the professor dies in a car 
bombing. 

Haddon, M. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time (Only if you didn’t read 
this as a class set) 
A story how an autistic boy deals with his autism, his mother’s absence and the 
neighbours’ dogs being killed. 

4H Ja 

Hemingway, E. A Farewell to Arms 
While working with the Italian ambulance service during World War I, the 
American lieutenant Frederic Henry meets the English nurse Catherine 
Barkley. Although she still mourns the death of her fiancé, who was killed in the 
war, Catherine encourages Henry's advances. 

4+5H  

Hemingway, E. The Sun Also Rises 
A post WW1 novel of how people try and handle themselves and their feelings. 

4+5H Ja 

Hinton, S.E. The Outsiders 
Teenagers in a small Oklahoma town have split into two gangs, divided by 
money, tastes and attitude. The Socs' idea of having a good time is beating up 
Greasers like Ponyboy Curtis. Ponyboy knows what to expect and knows he 
can count on his brothers and friends - until the night someone takes things too 
far, and life is changed forever. 

4+5H  

Hosseini, K. A Thousand Splendid Suns 
When the Taliban take over, life becomes a desperate struggle against 
starvation, brutality and fear. Yet love can move a person to act in unexpected 
ways, and lead them to overcome the most daunting obstacles with a startling 
heroism. 

4+5H  

Hosseini, K. The Kite Runner 
A story about childhood friends, regret, loss and penance. 

4+5H Ja 

Huxley, A. Brave New World 
A new way of organising our society. What if we were to change it completely? 

4+5H Ja 

Ishiguro, K. Never Let Me Go 4+5H Ja 



In one of the most memorable novels of recent years, Kazuo Ishiguro imagines 
the lives of a group of students growing up in a darkly skewered version of 
contemporary England. 

Kerouac, J. On the Road 
Sal Paradise, a young innocent, joins his hero Dean Moriarty, a traveller 
and mystic, the living epitome of Beat, on a breathless, exuberant ride 
back and forth across the United States. Their hedonistic search for 
release or fulfilment through drink, sex, drugs and jazz becomes an 
exploration of personal freedom, a test of the limits of the American 
dream. 

4+5H Ja 

Kesey, K. One Flew over the Cuckoo's Nest 
He tries to get out of prison by being transferred to an asylum. He changes the 
place for sure, but does the place change him too? 

4+5H Ja 

King, S. The Green Mile 
The Green Mile: those who walk it do not return, because at the end of that 
walk is the room in which sits Cold Mountain penitentiary's electric chair. In 
1932 the newest resident on death row is John Coffey, a giant black man 
convicted of the brutal murder of two little girls. But nothing is as it seems with 
John Coffey, and around him unfolds a bizarre and horrifying story. Evil 
murderer or holy innocent - whichever he is - Coffey has strange powers which 
may yet offer salvation to others, even if they can do nothing to save him. 

4+5H Ja 

Kosinksi, J. Being There 
A funny story about our society and politics but with a lot of things to think 
about.  

4H Ja 

Lee, H. To Kill a Mockingbird 
A story about a child’s fear and racism in the South of America during the 50’s. 

4+5H Ja 

Levin, I. A Kiss before Dying (Only if you didn’t read this as a class set) 
It is a story about a man who is after the money of Leo Kingship, the owner of 
Kingship Copper Inc., who has three daughters. First he has a relationship with 
Dorothy, the youngest daughter, he wants to marry her to get the money, but 
she gets pregnant, that is why he kills her. But will happen next? 

4+5H Ja 

Levin, I. Rosemary’s Baby 4+5H Ja 



New neighbours are moving in and they turn out to be Satanists who influence 
your husband and have an interest in your baby… How will that work out? 

Lockhart, E. We were Liars 
A wealthy family comes together each summer on their private island. The 
young adults (15 years old) have a group together, the Liars. They start to see 
the world and their family in their own perspective and then something terrible 
happens. The story starts of with the main character not rembering anything of 
this and she has to deal with her amnesia (doctors say it’s because of the 
terrible event) and with finding out the truth what happened that particular 
summer. 

4H  

Lodge, D. Changing Places 
When Philip Swallow and Professor Morris Zapp participate in their universities' 
Anglo-American exchange scheme, the Fates play a hand, and each academic 
finds himself enmeshed in the life of his counterpart on the opposite side of the 
Atlantic. Nobody is immune to the exchange: students, colleagues, even wives 
are swapped as events spiral out of control. And soon both sundrenched 
Euphoric State university and rain-kissed university of Rummidge are a hotbed 
of intrigue, lawlessness and broken vows... 

4+5H  

Malamud, B. The Fixer 
Kiev, 1911. When a twelve-year-old Russian boy is found stabbed to death, his 
body drained of blood, the accusation of ritual murder is levelled at the Jews. 
Yakov Bok - a handyman hiding his Jewish identity from his anti-Semitic 
employer - is first outed and blamed. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. What becomes of this man under 
pressure, for whom acquittal is made to seem as hopeless as conviction, is the 
subject of a terrifying masterpiece of twentieth-century fiction. 

4+5H Ja 

McCourt, F Angela's Ashes 
A boy’s story about how his family and himself tried to survive poor Ireland. 
Based on true events. 

4+5H Ja 

McEwan, I. Atonement 4H  



Like Cecilia, has recently come down from Cambridge. By the end of that day, 
the lives of all three will have been changed forever, as Briony commits a crime 
for which she will spend the rest of her life trying to atone. 

McEwan, I. The Cement Garden 
The parents die and the kids remain, can the handle this new situation? 

4+5H Ja 

McLiam, R. Eureka Street 
What do you do if you want to get rich fast but you don’t have any skills? A 
black humor story set in Ireland. 

4+5H  

Martel, Y. Life of Pi 
Pi is shipwrecked with multiple animals an multiple religions on a lifeboat. Will 
he survive? 

4+5H Ja 

Martin, G.R.R. A Song of Ice and Fire series 
Game of thrones books 

4+5H  

Melville, H. Moby Dick 
Call me Ishmael.  
So begins Herman Melville's masterpiece, one of the greatest works of 
imagination in literary history. As Ishmael is drawn into Captain Ahab's 
obsessive quest to slay the white whale Moby-Dick, he finds himself 
engaged in a metaphysical struggle between good and evil.  

4+5H Ja 

Miller, M. The Song of Achilles 
Achilles, "the best of all the Greeks," son of the cruel sea goddess Thetis and 
the legendary king Peleus, is strong, swift, and beautiful, irresistible to all who 
meet him. Patroclus is an awkward young prince, exiled from his homeland 
after an act of shocking violence. Brought together by chance, they forge an 
inseparable bond, despite risking the gods' wrath. 

4H  

Moore, A; Lloyd, D. V For Vendetta (graphic novel) 
The government has too much power and one anonymous man is trying to fight 
it, or are there more? 

4+5H  

Morris, H. The Tatooist of Auschwitz 
As many other jews, the main character is sent to a concentration camp, but 
instead of being gassed he gets lucky and is selected for an important job with 

4+5H  



privileges. This true story tells about the horrible feelings, events and sacrifices 
people had to endure during WW2. 

Northup, S.  Twelve Years a Slave 
Born a free man in New York State in 1808, Solomon Northup was 
kidnapped in Washington, D.C., in 1841. He spent the next twelve years 
as a slave on a Louisiana cotton plantation. During this time he was 
frequently abused and often afraid for his life.  

4+5H  

Orwell, G.  Animal Farm 
The story of the upcoming communism and its flaws told in a seemingly simple 
animal setting. 

4H Ja 

Orwell, G. Down and Out In Paris 
What do you do when you don’t have any money? How does it make you feel? 
Which choices do you make? Here’s what one man did. 

4H  

Orwell, G. Nineteen Eighty-Four 
Big Brother is watching you! A story from 1948 which is more important now 
than ever before. 

4+5H Ja 

Potok, C. The Chosen 
His father tries to raise him as best as he can, but he doesn’t talk directly to 
him. How will the boy manage? 

4+5H Ja 

Rendell, R. A Judgement in Stone 
Four members of the Coverdale family - George, Jacqueline, Melinda and Giles 
- died in the space of fifteen minutes on the 14th February, St Valentine's Day.  
Eunice Parchman, the illiterate housekeeper, shot them down on a Sunday 
evening while they were watching opera on television. Two weeks later she 
was arrested for the crime. But the tragedy neither began nor ended there. 

4+5H Ja 

Rhue, M. The Wave 
What if we would have an experiment in which see if the beginning of WW2 
can be repeated in a high school? A disturbing story based on true events. 

4H Ja 

Roth, P. The Human Stain 
It is 1998, the year America is plunged into a frenzy of prurience by the 
impeachment of a president. In a small New England town a distinguished 
professor, Coleman Silk, is forced to retire when his colleagues allege that he 

4+5H Ja 



is a racist. The charge is unfounded, the persecution needless, but the truth 
about Silk would astonish even his most virulent accuser… 

Roth, P. Nemesis 
A gripping story about a young man in America who wants to make the right 
choices but is obstructed by his own feelings of righteousness. 

4+5H  

Roth, P. The Plot Against America 
What would have happened if the Germans did win WW2? 

4+5H  

Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter book 4 and up 4+5H Ja 

Sáenz, B.A. Aristotle and Dante discover the secrets of the universe (only if you didn’t 
read this for the class set) 
Ari and Dante are Mexican boys that are 15 years old when they meet. Ari is an 
angry boy with a brother in jail that is not talked about. Dante has a secret of 
his own that we discover later on. In the end we also find out why Dante is so 
angry. An incredible unexpected young-adult novel about getting to know 
yourself in the adolescent days of your life. 

4H  

Safran Foer, J. Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close 
During 9/11 autistic seven-year-old Oscar’s father is killed, but how does he 
come to terms with this? He starts a search through New York to find his 
answers. 

4+5H Ja 

Safran Foer, J. Everything is illuminated 
A young man arrives in the Ukraine, clutching in his hand a tattered 
photograph. He is searching for the woman who fifty years ago saved his 
grandfather from the Nazis. Unfortunately, he is aided in his quest by Alex, a 
translator with an uncanny ability to mangle English into bizarre new forms; a 
"blind" old man haunted by memories of the war; and an undersexed guide dog 
named Sammy Davis Jr, Jr. What they are looking for seems elusive -- a truth 
hidden behind veils of time, language and the horrors of war.  

4+5H  

Safran Foer, J. Here I Am 
By Jacob's grandfather, who won't go quietly into a retirement home. 
By the family reunion, that everyone is dreading. 
By their son's heroic attempts to get expelled. 
And by the sexting affair that will rock their marriage. 

4+5H  



A typical modern American family, the Blochs cling together even as they are 
torn apart. Which is when catastrophe decides to strike . . . 

Sallinger, J. The Catcher In The Rye 
It's Christmas and Holden Caulfield has just been expelled from yet another 
school. Fleeing the crooks at Pencey Prep, he pinballs around New York City 
seeking solace in fleeting encounters - shooting the bull with strangers in dive 
hotels, wandering alone round Central Park, getting beaten up by pimps and 
cut down by erstwhile girlfriends. The city is beautiful and terrible, in all its neon 
loneliness and seedy glamour, its mingled sense of possibility and emptiness. 
Holden passes through it like a ghost, thinking always of his kid sister Phoebe, 
the only person who really understands him, and his determination to escape 
the phonies and find a life of true meaning. 

4+5H Ja 

Sebold, A. The Lovely Bones 
My name was Salmon, like the fish; first name, Susie. I was fourteen when 
I was murdered on December 6, 1973. 
In heaven, Susie Salmon can have whatever she wishes for - except what 
she most wants, which is to be back with the people she loved on earth. In 
the wake of her murder, Susie watches as her happy suburban family is 
torn apart by grief; as her friends grow up, fall in love, and do all the things 
she never had the chance to do herself. But as Susie will come to realize, 
even in death, life is not quite out of reach . . .  

4+5H Ja 

Shakespeare, W Hamlet 
The king of Denmark is dead, his son doesn’t believe it’s a natural death, but 
who did it? It turns him mad, or is he pretending to be mad? 

4+5H  

Shakespeare, W Macbeth 
Macbeth meets three witches who give him a prophecy which comes true. 
What are the consequences of this prophecy? Is it self-fulfilling or is somebody 
else calling the shots?  

4+5H  

Shakespeare, W Othello 
A soldier of great standing and a newly married man, Othello seems to be in an 
enviable position. And yet, when his supposed friend sows doubts in his mind 
about his wife's fidelity, he is gradually consumed by suspicion. In this tragedy 

4+5H  



of strange, ornate beauty and remarkable psychological power, innocence is 
corrupted, and goodness and happiness are wantonly destroyed. 

Shakespeare, W Romeo and Juliet 
The ultimate love story of two rival families from which the children fall in love. 
How will they deal with this situation? 

4+5H  

Shakespeare, W The Tempest 
A storm rages. Prospero and his daughter watch from their desert island as a 
ship carrying the royal family is wrecked. Miraculously, all on board survive. 
Plotting, mistaken identities, bewitching love and enchantment follow as the 
travellers explore this mysterious place of spirits and monsters, and discover 
that all is not as it seems. Shakespeare's late, great play is a work filled with 
marvels, music and strangeness, fully exploiting the power of language and the 
magic of theatre. 

4+5H  

Shelley, M. Frankenstein 
Victor Frankenstein creates live, it turns out to be a monster. But what will he 
do with it and who is the actual monster of the story? 

4+5H Ja 

Silvera, A. They both die at the end 
Imagine that everybody gets a heads up 24 hours before they die. What would 
you do? Stay in so you can’t die? Or do all the things you dreamed about? In 
this book you learn what the two main characters do and which, sometimes 
unexpected, choices they make. (only if you didn’t read this for the class 
set) 

4+5H Ja 

Simsion, G. The Rosie Project 
A scientist with Asperger’s wants to find a wife so he make the wife project. 
During his search he comes across different problems that are funny and 
touching at the same time. 

4H Ja 

Steinbeck, J. Cannery Row 
Meet the gamblers, whores, drunks, bums and artists of Cannery Row in 
Monterey, California, during the Great Depression. They want to throw a party 
for their friend Doc, so Mack and the boys set about, in their own inimitable 
way, recruiting everyone in the neighbourhood to the cause. But along the way 

4+5H Ja 



they can't help but get involved in a little mischief and misadventure. It wouldn't 
be Cannery Row if it was otherwise, now would it? 

Steinbeck, J. Grapes of Wrath 
A story of a family traveling through the country trying not to starve. 

4+5H  

Steinbeck, J. Of Mice and Men 
A gripping story of 2 friends looking for work but have to move again and again 
because one of them is special and can’t always restrain himself. 

4H Ja 

Stevenson, R.L. Dr Jeckyll and Mr Hyde 
Dr Jeckyll has made a potion with which he changes into another person, but is 
that person better than his original self and can he stop his urge to change? 

4H  

Stocket, K. The Help 
There's Aibileen, raising her seventeenth white child and nursing the hurt 
caused by her own son's tragic death; Minny, whose cooking is nearly as sassy 
as her tongue; and white Miss Skeeter, home from College, who wants to know 
why her beloved maid has disappeared. 

4+5H  

Stoker, B. Dracula 
The vampire story where all others are based on! An English lawyer travels to 
Transylvania to help someone moving to England, but it turns out this person is 
not who he says he is… 

4+5H Ja 

Swarup, V. Slumdog Milionaire 
Arrested for unbelievably answering all twelve questions on the Indian game show, "Who 
Will Win a Billion?" semi-literate waiter Ram Mohammad Thomas explains to his lawyer 
how he knew the answers due to events in his personal life. 

4H Ja 

Swift, J. Gulliver’s Travels 
Gulliver travels to a world of giants, miniature people and an animal world. He 
tries to understand all their cultures and find connections with his own culture. 

4H Ja 

Tolkien, J.R.R. Lord of the Rings trilogy 
A fantasy story of Middle Earth trying to fight Evil.  

4+5H  

Tolkien, J.R.R. The Hobbit 
The story that precedes the Lord of the Rings trilogy. A fantasy adventure story 
that is impossible to put down. 

4+5H  

Townsend, S. Number Ten 4H  



The Prime Minister has the feeling he lost touch with the people. He dresses up 
as a woman and travels the country to re-establish this connection. 

Townsend, S. Rebuilding Coventry 
When Midlands housewife Coventry Dakin kills her next-door neighbour, in a 
wild attempt to stop him from strangling his wife, she goes on the run. Finding 
herself alone and friendless in London, she tries to lose herself in the city's 
maze of streets. There, she meets a bewildering cast of eccentric characters. 
From Professor Willoughby D'Eresby and his perpetually naked wife Letitia, to 
Dodo, a care-in the-community inhabitant of Cardboard City, they all contrive to 
change Coventry in ways she could never have foreseen . . . 

4H Ja 

Twain, M. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
When Huck escapes from his drunken, abusive 'Pap' and the 'sivilizing' Widow Douglas 
with runaway slave Jim, he embarks on a series of adventures that draw him to feuding 
families and the trickery of the unscrupulous 'Duke' and 'Dauphin'. 

4+5H Ja 

Twain, M. Tom Sawyer 
An idyllic snapshot of a boy's childhood along the banks of the Mississippi River. 

4+5H Ja 

Vonnegut, K. Slaughterhouse 5 
Billy Pilgrim - hapless barber's assistant, successful optometrist, alien 
abductee, senile widower and soldier - has become unstuck in time. Hiding in 
the basement of a slaughterhouse in Dresden, with the city and its inhabitants 
burning above him, he finds himself a survivor of one of the most deadly and 
destructive battles of the Second World War. But when, exactly? How did he 
get here? And how does he get out? 

4+5H Ja 

Walker, A. The Color Purple 
Set in the deep American South between the wars, The Color Purple is the 
classic tale of Celie, a young black girl born into poverty and segregation. 
Raped repeatedly by the man she calls 'father', she has two children taken 
away from her, is separated from her beloved sister Nettie and is trapped into 
an ugly marriage. But then she meets the glamorous Shug Avery, singer and 
magic-maker - a woman who has taken charge of her own destiny. Gradually 
Celie discovers the power and joy of her own spirit, freeing her from her past 
and reuniting her with those she loves. 

4+5H Ja 

Wells, H.G. The Invisible Man 4+5H  



With his face swaddled in bandages, his eyes hidden behind dark glasses and 
his hands covered even indoors, Griffin - the new guest at The Coach and 
Horses - is at first assumed to be a shy accident-victim. But the true reason for 
his disguise is far more chilling: he has developed a process that has made him 
invisible, and is locked in a struggle to discover the antidote. Forced from the 
village, and driven to murder, he seeks the aid of an old friend, Kemp. The 
horror of his fate has affected his mind, however - and when Kemp refuse to 
help, he resolves to wreak his revenge. 

Wells, H.G. The War of the Worlds 
In this pioneering, shocking and nightmarish tale, naive suburban Londoners 
investigate a strange cylinder from space, but are instantly incinerated by an 
all-destroying heat-ray. Soon, gigantic killing machines that chase and feed on 
human prey are threatening the whole of humanity. A pioneering work of alien 
invasion fiction, The War of the World's journalistic style contrasts disturbingly 
with its horrifying visions of the human race under siege. 

4+5H  

Whitehead, C. Nickelboys 
Based on true facts. A boy that has done nothing wrong but is simply in the 
wrong place on the wrong time, gets sentenced to juvenile detention. In there 
he experiences how different it is from his own life. Finally he chooses to 
escape with a friend and they get haunted down. One of them survives and 
lives the rest of his life with a big secret, but what is it? 

4+5H  

Whitehead, C.  The Underground Railroad 
Based on true facts. In the South of America slavery is still going on, some 
people are trying to help the escaping slaves by building an underground 
railroad. 

4+5H  

Wilde, O. The Picture of Dorian Gray 
Dorian has great looks and has himself painted. But in the picture he sees 
himself growing older and losing his looks, can he deal with that? 

4H Ja 

Zuzak, M. The Book Thief 
During WW2 a young girl is stealing books and trying to hide a fugitive at the 
same time. 

4+5H  

 


